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Disclaimer

This Report was prepared by California Public Utilities Commission (CPUQ) dta§ not

necessarily represent the views of the CPUC, its Commissioners, or the State of Califo

The CPUC, the State of California, its employees, contractors, and subcontractors make n

warrants, expressd or implied, and assume no legal liability for the information in this Repo

This Report has not been approved or disapproved by the CPUC.
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COMPLIANCE WITHORDERINGPARAGRAPH{COPS)

ThroughAugust31, 202Q the Rail Safety Division (RSD) sbd289total entries in the COPS
system with 0 reaching complianc85(99%) not yet due for compliance, and 0 (0%) out of
compliance. 0 are pending verificatid285 (99%) of all Ordering Paragraphs are assigned to

members of staff.Four Ordering Paragraphs aret yet assignedo staff.

During August2020 there were0 new OPs recorded to the COPS database for the Rail Safety

Division.

RSD COPS Statistics N = 289
January 2019 August 2020

4,1%

= IN COMPLIANCE = NOT IN COMPLIANCE = NOT YET DUE
= NOT A COMPLIANCE ITe:NIOT ASSIGNED
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MONITORING THEWHISTLEBLOWERWEBSITE

¢tKS wAial {SOlA2y KlIa o6SSy 20SNESSAy3 Ayidl 1S ¥
applicationonthd 2 YY A & a A 2 y WhistleblSwier piootediidhsbare afforded to utility

employees and contractors who report potentially unsafe or illegal practices.

STATISTICS 1/01/ 207 8/3 1/20

Note: This is for complaints filed using thelore Whistleblower Application ONLY.

Confirmed or Possible Whistleblower Complaiftail Safety
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RAILROAD OPERATIONSSAFETYBRANCHZ ROSB

In August2020, the RSCRaitoad Operations Safety Branch (RO8&pleted the following:

Railroad Operations Safety Brang ?(l)ng(L) 2Y0T2[())
New Incidents Investigated 10 65
Informal Complaints Investigated 2 24
SafetyAssessments/Reviews 5 90
Compliance Actions 901 8806
Major Inspections Completed 2 21
Operation Lifesaver Presentations 0 11

August 3, 2020.CPUQRail Safetynspectors performedminspection athe BNSF Railwdyalil
Yard (Watson Yard), located in Wilmington, California. The inspection focusednghiance
with Federal rail safety regulations regardiafeling, marking, stenciling, placarding, proper
handing,and the securement of closures on tank cars containing hazardous matefiaés.
inspection found a defect on a tank car containing Alkyl Acid Phosphaiéthe 8 manway
bolts on the tank car were loose dtethe bolts not being properly securgzer Federal
regulations.Code of Federal Regulatiof8 CFR 173.31(d)(isfatesthat shippers are
responsiblgor determining that the closures and all fastenings securing them are properly
tightened in placaisinga bar, wrench, or other suitable tooA leak of flammable alcohols
could have catastrophic coeguences. TheBNSF Railwalrainmaster on duty was
immediately notified of the defecind completedcorrective repairs. The shipper was notified
of the defect and performed a safety stand down for their employtea®view safety

regulations

August 25, 2020 ACPUQRail Safety Inspect@onducteda series of inspections as a follow up
to the collison of an Amtrak passenger train and an unoccupied vehicle that occurred on July
26, 2020 at the Los Nietos Roassinglocated in Santa Fe Springjsspections were

conducted coveringPublic UtilitiesPU Code 7662 (Whistle Board§eneral OrderGO 26-D
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(Clearances), GO 1#8(Walkways), GO 1 (Grade Crossing Construction), and GD 75
(Highway Grade Crossing Warning Devices) in the immediate vicinity of Los Nietos Road. No

non-compliant conditions were noteduring the inspection

August 26, 200: ACPUC Railroad Bridge Inspector conducted a walkway inspection of Union
Pacific Railroa@JP)Bridge No. 583.1 in Palm Springs, Califorfiee inspection revealedlzent

steel grate in the walkwagreatinga tripping hazard and an unsafe walkway adjacent to the

main tracks. The UP Track & Structures Team was contacted, and UP responded by replacing
the bent steel grate and providing an evidentiary photogr#pdit the hazard had been

corrected

August 312020:0n December 4, 2019,@GPUQailroad Safety Inspectaroted a violation of
CPUGS072B regardinghe surface of a public grade crossing in EscondidiheNorth County
CNIyaAd 5AAGNROGQa 6b/ ¢50 9a02yRARBughidz® RA OA 4 A
few places due to a collapsed storm drain which the city was resporisitriepairing.

Additionally, the track within the crossing had settled and was no longer at an even plane with

the highway.On July 18, 2020, Bombardier Rail, in conjimmcwith the Gty of Escondido

repaired the grade crossing. Bombardier removed the concrete crossing parséterigthen

the underlying track structure. Once the track work was completed the city removed the

damaged underdrain adjacent to the crossinglaaplaced it with a new one. Bombardier

replaced the crossing panels while the city repaved portions of the crossing appro&hes.

August 31, he crossingvasreinspected anchow complies with all CPUC General Orders.
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Incidents Assigned for Investigation
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Safety Assessments/Reviews
YTD N =90
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Operation Lifesaver
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RAIL CROSSINGS ANENGINEERINGBRANCH- RCEB

In August 2020, the Rail Crossings and Engineering Branch (RCEB) completed the following:

August Closed
Closed YTD
Crossing Incident Reviews 12 168
Safety Assessments/Quiet 38 395
Zones/Reviews/Training
Proceedings, Resolutions and G.O. 88-B 4 76
Reviews
Operation LifeSaver Presentations 0 12

RAIL CROSSINGNCIDENTINVESTIGATIONS

In August 2020, RCEB closed 12 incidents at highaviegt-grade crossings. These 12 incidents

resulted in threefatalities and seven injuries.
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Incidents Reviewed August 2020
YTD =168

SAFETYASSESSMENTQUIET ZONES ANOREVIEWS

In August 2020, RCEB completed 38amiksing safety assessments involving: communications,
field inspections, meetings, quiet zone reviews, staff training, and diagnostewgwith
railroads and local agencies. These activities review existing crossings and proposed changes to

crossing warning devices.

Safety AssessmentsAugust 2020
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PROCEEDINGRESOLUTIONS ANG.O88B REVIEWS

In August 2020, RCEPBproved three General Order @B applications for changes to existing

crossings. Also, the Commission approved 3XResolutiorg Foothill Gold Line Gate Down

Variance.
Proceedings, Resolutions, and G.0O-B8
Applications Closed August 2020
YTD=76
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RAIL TRANSITSAFETYBRANCHZ RTSB

In August2020, the Rail Transit Safety BranBTEB) completed the following activities:

CORRECTIVACTIONSPLANS

A 13 Corrective Action Plans (CAR®re opened.
A 13 were closed.

ACCIDENTINVESTIGATIONS

A 22 accidents were reported by Rail Transit Agencies (RTAs).

1 General Order 164& defines Corrective Action Plan as a plan developed by a Rail Transit Agency that describes
the actions the RTA will take to minimize, mitigate, control, correct, or etitairisks and hazards, and the
schedule for implementing those actions.

2 Per General Order 168, the Commission must be notified within 2 hours by rail transit agencezidents if
they include one of the following fatality (occurring at thecene, or within 30 calendar days following the
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